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Natlanal Qceanlo and Atmogpharic Acdminietrarion
NATIONAL MARINE ASHERIES SERVICE
Siver Spring, Ma~land 20910
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Mr. Jeffrey A. Lindley
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administratien,

California Divigion
U.S5. Department of Transportation
980 Ninth Street, Suite 400
Sacramento, California 95814-27240

Dear Mr. Lindley:

Enclosed is an Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA)

issued to the Federal Highway Adminietration, on behalf of the
California Department of Transportation, under the authority of
Secticn 101(a) (S) (D) of the Marine Mammal Protectien Act (18
U.5.C. 1361 et seq.), to take small numbers of marine mammals by
Narassment incidental to conducting a pile installation
demonstration project at the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge,
San Francisce Bay, CA.

You are required to comply with the conditions contained in this
Authorization. In addition, you must cooperate with any Federal,
State or local agency mconitoring the impacts of your activities.
The IHA requires monitoring the presence of marine mammals,
mitigating adverse impacts te the lowest level practicable, and
reporting any behavioral modificatiens resulting from your
activity as observed by gualified individuals.

If you have any cquestionsg concerning the Auchorizacion or its
requlirements, please contact Christina Fahy, Southwest Regiconal
Office, National Marinae Fisheries Service (NMFS) at 562-980-4023,

or Kenneth Hollingshead, Office of Protected Rsscurces, NMFS at
(301) 713-2055, exrt 128. :

Sincerely,

Enclosure




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Incidental Harassment Authorization

The Federal Highway Administration is hexeby authorized under
seccion 101 (a) (5) (D) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16
U.s.C. 1371 (a) (5)(D); MMPA) to incidentally harass a small number
cf seals and sea lions in the course of conducting a pile
installation demonstration project (PIDP) at the San Francisco-
Cakland Bay Bridge, San Francisco Bay, CA contingent upon the
follewing conditions:

-

1. This 2Zuthorization is valid from May 23, 2000, until
May 23, 2001. ) .

2. This Authorization is valid only for activities
associated with the pile installation demonstratiom project.

3. (a) . The taking, by incidental harassment only, is
limited tc the species liatadiunder aonditign 3(b) below. The

taking by




5. Mitigation.

(a) . The California Department of Transportation will
establish a safety zone around each of the pile driving sites.
The safety zone is intended to include all areas where the
underwater sound pressure levels are anticipated to egual or
exceed 190 dB re 1 pPags. Prior to, and until the 190 dB re 1
uPag,s safety zone can be determined through measuring the sound
pressure level from each hammer, a S500-meter (1,640 ft) safety
zone shall be established. Once sound presgure levels have been
recorded to determine where this radius should be established,
the appropriate safety zone for 1390 dB re 1 uPa,y can be
utilized.
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(b) . The california Department of Transportation will
ensure that the biological monitors will conduct obsexvations of
seal behavior at the Yerba Buena Island harhor seal haul-out and
collect data as described in paragraph 6 (d).

(c). The california Department of Transportation will
ensure, that, to the greatest extent practicable, at least S0
percent of all pile driving episcdes will bhe performed during -
daylight hours. All restriking of the piles (5 episodes) must be
conducted during daylight hours.

(d) . The following data will be recorded: (1) number of
harbor seals and cther marine mammals on site; (2) date and time
of observarion(s); (3) tidal heighc; (4) number of adults,
subadults, and pups; (5) pumber of individuals with red pelage;
(6) rnumber of females and males; (7) number of melting seals; and
(8) details of any observed disturbances. Concurrantly, the
monitor(s) will record general PIDP activity, location, duration,
and escimated noise levels.

7. Activities related to the monitoring descrited in chis
Authorization do not require a separate scientific regearch

permit issusd under section 104 of the Marine Mammal Frotection
Act.

8. Reporting.

(2) . The California Department of Transportaticn will
provide daily repcrts to the Southwest Regional Administrator,
National Marine Fisheries 3



conclusions drawn from measurements with and without the
atrenuavrion measures. The draft final report will also provide 3
description of observed or possible relationships between the
PIDP activities and harbor seal behavior patterns at the Yerba
Buena Island haulout.

(d). A final report must be submitted to the Southwest
Regional Administrator within 30 days after receiving comments
from the Regional Administrator on the draft final report. If no
comments are received from the Southwest Regional Administrator,
the draft final report will be considered to be the final report.

$. A copy of this Authorization muat be in the possegsion
of each observer or group operating under the authority of this
Incidental Harassment Authorization.
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Donald R. Kng Date
Diractor
offic € Prot cted Resources







